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Overall Crime Rate Down Year-to-Date   2009-07-30  
Vancouver Police Chief Constable Jim Chu and Mayor Gregor Robertson released the mid-year crime statistics for the first six 

months of 2009 in the city of Vancouver. 

 

 

The good news is that reported crime 

is decreasing and the VPD is happy 

with this downward trend. 
 

“The bad news is that even one crime 

is one crime too many,” says Chief 

Constable Chu. “While the trends are 

positive, we still have a high relative 

crime rate in comparison to other 

major Canadian cities such as 

Toronto or Montreal. In our 5-year 

strategic plan, we have a goal of 

making Vancouver Canada’s safest 

major city and we know we still have a 

lot of work ahead to get there.” 
 

Overall, for the first 6 months of 2009, 

reported crime is down 7%. 

 

Property crime is down 10%, lead by 

a 26% decrease in residential break-

ins and a 19% decrease in 

commercial break-ins. 
 

Other notable crime changes are a 

2% decrease in violent crime and 22% 

decrease in vehicle thefts.  
 

“Robberies are down 10%. We are 

shaking off the title of the bank 

robbery capital of Canada. Bank 

robberies are down 59% and we enjoy 

a 95% solve rate,” says Mayor 

Robertson. 
 

“A crime increase that we have seen 

is in the category of Possession of 

Stolen property which is up 6%,” says 

Chu. “That is a good trend because it 

reflects our efforts to identify suspects 

who fence or buy stolen property. So 

an increase in this category is a 

reflection of investigative successes.” 
 

Fraud cases are up by 13%. This is a 

result of increased numbers of cyber 

crimes, mortgage frauds, and credit 

card frauds. This is an area of 

concern for the VPD. 
 

In terms of some other mid-year 

metrics, VPD response times to 

Priority One incidents is down 2% 

from 2008 levels and 11% from 2007 

times.  

http://www.vpd.ca/


 

“Our recent successes can be 

attributed to an increased numbers 

of police officers, our continued 

focus on chronic offenders, and our 

partnerships with our community 

crime prevention centres,” says Chu.  

“We are very appreciative of City 

Council increasing the VPD by 48 

officers in 2008 and 48 officers in 

2009. The additional police officers 

help us decrease response times 

and increase the proactive policing 

time where officers are not tied up 

on a call and can engage in visible 

policing.” 

 

The Vancouver Police Department 

has also added civilian staff who 

analyze on a real-time basis crime 

occurrences, which enables us to 

better deploy and direct our police 

officers.  

 

Chief Constable Chu ran through a 

brief case study on how this comes 

together: 

 

“Eric Wiwchar was arrested on July 

5th and charged with break and 

enter. He is what we call a 

professional cat burglar.  

 

Our analysts determined that a 

spike in crimes was happening and 

special patrols were directed in the 

area. In one street check, patrol 

officers engaged in proactive 

policing, found him in this area 

riding a bike with no helmet. They 

stopped him and found 50 feet of 

rope in his backpack. In another 

case, patrol officers were able to 

respond quickly to an alarm call and 

found him in the area with drywall 

dust on his clothing.  

 

In both cases they couldn’t tie him 

to a particular crime, but they 

documented the street checks. Our 

analysts tied this intelligence 

together and put forward a proposal 

to one of our surveillance units.  

 

On July 4th, our target team 

watched Mr. Wiwchar use a rope 

and rappel down a skylight into a 

business at 525 West Georgia. He 

was arrested with two accomplices 

after he exited the business with 

$20,000 worth of stolen property.” 

 

The maps above show before and 

after views of the crime patterns in 

the area. The break-ins dropped 

substantially when Wiwchar was 

arrested and held in custody. 

 


